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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


A Conference of the Security Forum for Central and South Eastern Europe held in Sofia February 18th 2005 was organized under the auspices of the Atlantic Treaty Association and NATO Information Center in Sofia. During the presentations and discussions by representatives of the civil society from the region some priorities were identified: conflict prevention and crisis management, defense and security sector reform, social and economic cohesion, strengthening the rule of law, border security and management, arms control and removal of small arms, threat of terrorism and improvement of the environment.


An agenda for public opinion, a common security and democracy in the region made possible the organizing of several meetings in different cities of this part of Europe where reports were presented, discussions took place and a network was set up – “The Balkan Mosaic” as an Atlantic Treaty Association project financed by the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.


Based on these first achievements, the groups of experts and civil society representatives started to work on some national security documents as a basis for matching a First Regional Security Strategy.


In the framework of an International Conference organized in Bucharest October 6 - 7, 2006 a draft of a First Regional Security Strategy - ATA project financed by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs- was subject of discussions and improvements.

The document presents the idea that there is no way for preserving the own interest disregarding the interest of neighbors, without sacrificing the chances of the future stability and security of the region. 


Working on the ideas, dreams, facts and figures which will pave the way for a possible future membership in Euro-Atlantic and European institutions, the participants acknowledged also the source of responsibilities. Responsibilities to their own communities, country but also for the Region they belong to.


It is the role of the civil society to engage into the debate and come up with new ideas in order to restore the ties between the citizens and the state institutions, among the countries in the region on a basis characterized by a new logic of cooperation instead of an old logic of conflict. 


The organizations involved in the project have tried to offer their best contribution in an effort extended throughout the last two years demonstrating that the cooperation at the level of the civil society in the region is already an accomplished fact and so a real contribution for the security and stability. Even if the strategy could be considered more an exercise it is a good start for the future in order to make best use of the next period and to jointly build the region in a 2020 perspective.

One of the most relevant conclusions of this exercise is that the main strategic regional objectives in the long term are NATO and EU membership as the future developments of NATO and EU have a direct impact over the region. 


Among the main recommendations resulting from the common work of the participants are the following: 

- National security strategies should avoid considering the neighboring countries as threats. 

- The countries of the region should work towards further cross-cultural communication and an improvement of the co-operation among all the stakeholders; improving foreign/neighboring language learning is recommended to be a priority for authorities and civil society.
- Further reforms are necessary in order to reach the Copenhagen and other relevant international criteria at national level in the SEE countries;
- The Regional Center for Combating Transborder Organized Crime (SECI Center) have proved to be successful in the regional cooperation for fighting organized crime and terrorism and have to be further developed to fulfill its mission. In this respect anti-terrorist policy and legislation have to be improved in order to prevent the occurrence of such phenomena as the nexus of existing organized crime channels and new terrorism activities;
- Joint border surveillance systems, joint assessment systems, training centers, liaison officers that are already functioning in Romania and Bulgaria, should be put forward in other countries from the region in the context of the new Eastern Border of the EU and NATO;
- It is essential to further promote anti-corruption legislation following the EU and international standards;
- Countries in the region have to pay more attention to law enforcement processes, according to European standards;
- Countries in the area must conclude free trade agreements among each other and proceed in forming a free trade area and to introduce anti-trust laws to avoid controversial foreign monopoly positions over their state’s economy;
- Critical infrastructure protection should be a guiding principle for the adoption of specific legislation in each country, in relation with energy security and not only;
- It is essential to set up regional transport and communication networks such as low-cost air connections among cities in the region a.o;
- As a regional and European problem, the situation of the Roma minority must be a topic of larger concern, based on new projects and new institutions, such as a Regional Roma Centre for the Balkans a.o;
- Ensuring the participation for minorities of South East Europe in various sectors of public life will prevent the alienation of segments of population from the mainstream citizens;
- The creation of a Regional Health Monitoring Agency could be useful for avoiding health security risks, like pandemic a.o;
- Development of ecological agriculture could contribute to the health of the population in the region and also can become a major asset for exports a.o;
- National governments from the region should pay more attention to environmental issues and cooperate more closely to tackle natural hazards, ecological disasters a.o. by setting up regional projects, like a Center for Early Warning and Rapid Reaction for Natural Hazards;
- To decrease youth emigration from countries of SEE it is important to improve the educational system in the region, including the IT technologies opportunities;
- Initiatives like Association of the Media in Southeast Europe a.o. must be promoted by national governments and international organizations and could deal with programs for better understanding in the region as well to make known their success story of their countries at international level.
- Interoperability should be related not only to NATO member states and military establishments. Interoperability is the basis for combined and joint operations of military and interior forces but also for all inter-agency — both national and international level — and have a very broad scale of action including knowledge of English language, changing mindsets, security culture a.o. 
- In the same time any positive message from Riga NATO Summit, regarding a perspective for the Euro Atlantic integration of the countries of the Region will be welcomed.

-  The participants to the drafting of the Regional Security Strategy expressed their hope that EU Commission will contribute to the improvement of the quality of the relations among the SEE countries and will consider to support the efforts of the civil society in the transformation and integration process of the Region.

The participants at this regional initiative are well aware that their effort in identifying the main issues that are affecting the Western Balkans stability and security and addressing them is just the first step in achieving a real regional cooperation. This is why the “Regional Security Strategy from the Perspective of the Civil Society” should be improved periodically, taking also in consideration the political, economical and social changes and further developments that will occur in the future. On this basis, in a time framework of two years the need for the drafting of a new Regional Security Strategy was highlighted by the participants to the project.
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1. Foreword

South East Europe is today one of the regions on our continent that is trying to achieve the degree of democratic development and security common to the international standards. Commonly, the area has been for centuries a place for conflicts. Especially during the last century the situation in the region followed a rather negative trend, which has asked for a constant and consistent involvement of the international community for settlement of main issues. However, the noble intentions of external actors have not brought the expected results. No matter how good are policies designed by the international community, the countries and the citizens of the region must design a strategy of their own in order to prepare their perspectives of future prosperity. Only by involving themselves in the design of such a strategy will the respective states be able to evolve from the present status to the level of respected European democratic nations and to work for the changing of the common negative perceptions about this region.
At the same time, the main difference from the past situation is that now there are significant organizations which deal with problems arising on the continent, common structures that ensure the security and prosperity of the citizens belonging to their member states. Achieving one day the status of member state of NATO and EU can be a strong motivating factor for the countries in Southeast Europe (especially those in the Western Balkans). That is why it is here generally considered that the NATO and EU enlargement processes should continue in whatever forms it will be agreed, now with the perspective of future membership. The citizens of the region could not accept the creation of new dividing lines and drawing of new curtains, be they only “velvet” ones, between South East  and other European countries. 

During this process there should be changes in the approaches and actions of the concerned states and there will be sacrifices to be made in order to attain this goal. That is why the representatives of the civil society from the countries of the region proposed to have a common strategy for this region as an important step toward a normal process of integration in the Euro-Atlantic and European structures.
It is acknowledged by the participants in this project that each country has its own strategy to attain national goals, but it is in their best interest to work together to draft a regional security because they have to address the same problems and threats that cannot be deal with only at national level. 
The new concept of security, elaborated after the end of the Cold War, emphasizes the limits of conceiving security just in terms of national military power. The military power remains an important part of security, but, in the new context of globalization, there are also other factors that need to be tackled. Also from the perspective of this region of Europe it is useful to take into consideration that there are, among others, political, economic, societal and environmental components of security. In the recent years it was noticed the growing impact of the informational dimension of the concept of security along with the new security threats which have occurred. Thus, the present strategy is concerned with insuring a multi-dimensional security as a prerequisite for the further development of the region.

This Regional Security Strategy is the result of several meetings at national and international level, exchange of opinions and different forms of brainstorming sessions where representatives of civil society from the countries debated several aspects of security and stability of South East Europe (SEE). The civil society in SEE could help bring about an improvement of the overall security situation in the region. 

From the civil society point of view, this strategy reflects the concept of regional ownership. Its main concerns are the respect of the fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens in the region, and securing the rule of law and the proper democratic functioning of the state and civic institutions. The security strategy resulted after this joint effort is an embodiment of a holistic approach to security, including the security of citizens, society and state, as well as the interrelation and the interdependence between individual, local, national and international dimensions of security.

Nonetheless, the security of the region depends of the joint efforts of several actors involved such as governments, parliaments, business associations, trade unions, students’ associations and all other groups that are interested in security and stability in this part of Europe.
2. Main Regional Security Threats

2.1. Military Threats

Even if the military power is no longer a major threat to security nowadays, there are still remnants of the old conflicts that have to be addressed. Most of all, the conflict potential due to ethnic clashes from the past may still rise tensions in the region, especially if extremist nationalist and populist forces come into power. There are still threats related to borders, refugees and minorities. Also, it cannot be ignored the persistence of some misperceptions of neighboring countries, which can lead to an overriding security dilemma.

2.2. Political Threats

As far as the political dimension is concerned, the threats come from weak and failed states, “state capture” phenomena, unstable governments and weak institutions. Weak states usually have too permeable borders that fuel transborder organized crime, illegal migration, small arms and light weapons (SALW) diffusion, weapons of mass destruction (WMD) proliferation, and terrorism. The lack of a coherent legal system that is duly implemented in practice can hurt the development of strong legitimate democratic institutions, affecting the state’s administrative capacities and challenging its traditional sovereignty attributes. 

2.3. Economic Threats
The major economic threats are presented by endemic poverty and crises due to energy shortages, adverse evolutions of world markets, problems with the critical infrastructure (sometimes even lack of infrastructure to connect the countries in the region) that may affect in a disruptive manner the proper functioning of daily activities impinging upon all the actors involved, both internal and external. These crises could appear also due to poor regional cooperation, including poor trade records, leading to fierce competition.

2.4. Societal Threats
The identity of the people has been very important in the past conflicts and it is still viewed as having a special value and meaning for the region. Challenging it, in the context of globalization, could cause adverse reactions. That is why during the debates the participants discovered that national and minorities’ identities in SEE should be carefully balanced with a new regional, Euro-Atlantic and European identity, which is yet to be developed not only in the area.
2.5. Environmental Threats
As far as the ecological dimension is concerned pollution and environment degradation constitute serious challenges for present-day societies; the absence of a safe environment creates a major discomfort and discontent for the population. Moreover, the natural disasters are always causes of distress due to human and material loses, as well as due to insufficient capabilities of prevention and management. Deforestation can foster such hazards by removing a natural safety net and living people defenseless. Sometimes there is a limited responsibility from the side of authorities in the case of pollution affecting neighboring countries, which can also affect bilateral relations and the regional cooperation.
2.5. Informational Threats
The informational dimension has been gradually becoming a decisive factor in the infrastructure of developed states. All the main institutions including the security sector use this intensive technology due to its obvious advantages. But there are also downsides of the latest technology. The respective institutions become more vulnerable to human and technological failures the attacks of aggressive entities with obscure interests, etc.

Irrespective of each country’s situation, though, the general perception in the region is that NATO and the EU are the most important actors that can ensure sustainable security and economic prosperity, following the model of Western Europe after World War II. There is no doubt that the countries in the region cannot resist by themselves in an increasingly globalizing world. As such, the solution that seems most attractive to all is accession to Euro-Atlantic and European structures, at some point on short, medium or longer term.

3. Countering Regional Security Threats
3.1. Regional Top-Down Initiatives

International actors have tried to help the countries in the region in their efforts to get over the difficult period of reconstruction. Therefore, EU, NATO, OSCE and other organizations had the initiative to form some top-down structures to involve the states of the region in processes of cooperation and coordinated action for their mutual benefit and for enhancing regional stability.
NATO has created its regional interface made up of: the Partnership for Peace (PfP), the South East Europe Initiative, the South East Europe Security Cooperation Steering Group and the South East Europe Common Assessment Paper on regional security challenges and opportunities. 

The Partnership for Peace (PfP) is a NATO project aimed at creating trust between NATO and other states in Europe and the former Soviet Union. It was created in 1994, soon after the collapse of the former Eastern bloc. Ten states which were members (Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia) have since joined NATO. The current members are Albania,   Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Croatia, Finland, Georgia, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 

NATO’s South East Europe Initiative (SEEI) was launched at the 1999 Washington Summit in order to promote cooperation and long term security and stability in the region. The initiative was designed to build on NATO's already extensive contribution to security and stability in the region and take it to a new level, with a particular regional focus involving Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia and including, when circumstances would permit Serbia too. After the Summit, an open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group (AHWG) on Regional Cooperation in Southeast Europe was convened under the auspices of the EAPC in Political Committee Session. Its recommendations were taken into consideration by the Political-Military Steering Committee for Partnership for Peace (PMSC), which developed possible regional initiatives as part of a broad package of activities in support of the SEEI. This consisted of practical cooperative activities, including seminars on key issues facing the region, the establishment of a Southeast Europe Security Cooperation Steering Group (SEEGROUP), and negotiation of a Common Assessment Paper on Regional Security Challenges and Opportunities (SEECAP), with the aim of encouraging regional leadership and ownership of all these activities, with NATO's support. 

In this context, the SEECAP was agreed by Foreign Ministers of the participating countries at the Budapest EAPC Foreign ministers meeting in May 2001. That time Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia participated in the project alongside all PfP / EAPC Partners from the region as well as several NATO member countries. The agreement paves the way for further broad cooperation in the field of security sector reform. Also, in the context of SEEI, the SEEGROUP was established, with rotating chairmanship among countries of the region, in order to coordinate regional projects. The Group will also play an important role in cooperative approaches to implement the SEECAP and promote reform. An example of achievements in SEEGROUP has been the negotiation of the SEESTAFF document, which opens the way for exchanges of liaison personnel among neighboring border authorities. SEEGROUP has been expanded to include the Republic of Moldova, in addition to all countries in Southeast Europe as well as Austria and Switzerland. A functional working relationship between the local and Alliance structures is thus in place, working well.

An important top-down organization is the Southeast European Cooperative Initiative (SECI), launched in December 1996, as a result of a common proposal of US and EU, for the purpose of developing a joint economic and environmental strategy in the region. SECI is a sub-regional structure encouraging coordination of regional development plans, a significant presence of the private sector in the economy, know-how transfer and investments. The participant states are Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Hungary, Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Turkey and the states with observatory status are Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, France, Georgia, Germany, Spain, Ukraine and the USA. 

The success story of SECI is the Regional Center or Fighting Trans-Border Organized Crime (in Bucharest, built by the Romanian authorities with the support of the member states, USA, Germany a.o.) and the Consultative Business Council of Southeast Europe (to which SECIPRO national councils have been subordinated).
Other SECI projects are dealing with the transport on the Danube, Sava and Tisa rivers and the harmonization of procedures in administration, trade and transport. Current SECI projects include border traffic cooperation, electronic trade and international transport. 

Following the Kosovo crisis and a German proposal, the Stability Pact for South East Europe (SPSEE) was created in 1999, with the objective to shape a region characterized by peace, democracy, prosperity and to prepare the integration into the EU and NATO. Additionally, the EU has established, within this framework, Association and Stabilization Agreements with the countries in the region, consisting of financial instruments of assistance for reconstruction, democratization and stabilization. 

As an answer to the problems of this region, SPSEE has as its main objectives the promotion of democracy and cross-border cooperation, strengthening the independent media, developing and modernizing the infrastructure, concluding free trade agreements, stabilizing the SEE populations (including dealing with the issue of the return of refugees), and fighting organized crime. Additionally, on 27 June 2001, a Memorandum of Understanding concerning Liberalizing and Facilitating Trade was signed, which is seen as the embryo of a future free trade agreement in all the area that would facilitate the integration of the future regional market into the European market.

From the perspective of the civil society, these top-down initiatives, organizations and institutions have brought tangible results for the improvement of the overall security and stability of the region.

3.2. Regional Bottom-Up Initiatives

In the aftermath of the tumultuous experiences of the last decade and following NATO-led missions that aimed building and maintaining peace and security in SEE, a consensus for the necessity of a consistent regional cooperation mechanism in this region has emerged. Hence came forward the Southeast Europe Defense Ministerial (SEDM) Process, which began with a meeting of Ministers of Defense held in Tirana in March 1996, first of a series of meetings that convened the Ministers of Defense, and their high level civil and military officials in Southeast Europe. 
Activities undertaken within the context of the SEDM Process have developed the security of Southeast Europe by three major ways: promoting regional cooperation and good neighborly relations, strengthening regional defense capabilities as well as cooperation through collective efforts and, last but not least, establishing links facilitating integration into Euro-Atlantic institutions. SEDM has already endorsed a number of subordinated initiatives: engineer task force; crisis information network; South Eastern simulation network; satellite interconnection among military hospitals, etc. 

Among the SEDM initiatives, the one that carries the most significant prominence is the Multinational Peace Force for Southeast Europe (MPFSEE) established with the Agreement signed in Skopje on 26 September 1998 and also known as SEEBRIG. The initiative involves a brigade, which consists of a land force that acts in an on-call basis and has its Nucleus Staff already in action in its Headquarters. 

Participant nations in the MPFSEE Initiative are Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Macedonia, Romania and Turkey with Croatia, Slovenia and USA as observer nations. The political and military consultations, as well as decision making of MPFSEE, are carried out in high-level meetings and in meetings of the Politico-Military Steering Committee (PMSC).
According to the MPFSEE Agreement, SEEBRIG is employed in conflict prevention and in other peace support operations, including peace-keeping, peace-making, peace-building and humanitarian operations. A possible deployment of the brigade will be UN or OSCE-mandated and NATO or EU-led. Efforts of providing SEEBRIG with capabilities of participating in disaster relief operations are presently evolving within the framework of a project called SEEBRIG Employment in Disaster Relief Operations (SEDRO).

Another organization established in the region had been the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). In 1992, following a Turkish proposal, eleven countries (Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine) have agreed to form this association in order to better coordinate their efforts of economic development. Observer countries are Austria, Egypt, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Poland, Slovakia and Tunisia. Other international organizations and institutions support BSEC activities, among which the EU, CoE, OSCE, UN, EBRD, WMO (World Meteorological Organization) and FAO. Until 1995 the organization was in an initial stage of formation, but after that a Ministerial Troika was founded, which fostered the signing of the BSEC Charter on 5 June 1998. In 1999 the organization was fully operational after ratification of the charter by ten of the member states and achieved UN observer status. 

The decisional forum of BSEC is the Ministerial Council (made up of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the member states) which convenes twice a year in the country holding the rotation Chairmanship in Office (CiO). Most important decisions are taken by consensus; others are taken by two thirds majority. There are also reunions of the high officials, working groups (on the fields of energy, tourism, science and technology, health, transport, electricity, investments, industrial and trade cooperation, finances, economic statistics, agriculture, environment and legislation), the BSEC Parliamentary Assembly (founded in 1993), BSEC Council of Businessmen, Association of Chambers of Commerce and the Black Sea Trade and Development Bank (BSTDB) in Thessalonica.

In 1996, the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) was established. This organization, which may be considered the heir of the Balkan Pact of the interwar period, was founded by Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Romania, Turkey and Yugoslavia (after 2001, Serbia and Montenegro, since 2006, Serbia). In 1999, Macedonia joined the organization, followed by Bosnia and Herzegovina, in 2001, and by Croatia, in 2004. 

However, the SEECP is a non-institutionalized structure of regional cooperation. The main political forum of this structure is the Annual Reunion of Foreign Affairs Ministers. Therefore its role is mainly consultative, a fact demonstrated by its relative inefficiency during the Kosovo crisis. Nevertheless, after 2000, its relevance increased through the organization of at least four working meeting of the foreign affairs ministers each year. Their purpose was the insurance of implementation of measures adopted at the annual ministerial or other high level meetings (heads of state and government, political directors), as well as preparing documents to be adopted in these meetings. 

The coordination of SEECP activities is realized by the Chairmanship in Office (CiO) exercised by rotation, for a period of one year (1st of April – 31st of March) by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of each member state. At the same time the CiO represents the organization at international reunions and is the host of the scheduled reunions. According to the evolutions in the region, the CiO can call for extraordinary reunions. Within the SEECP, decisions are taken by consensus. The SEECP reunions are also attended by invited representatives of international organizations and institutions such as the Presidency of the EU and of the European Commission, the OSCE Presidency, BSEC, SPSEE, CoE, UN, World Bank, EBRD, etc. Also states in adjacent areas can be invited, such as the Republic of Moldova.

The basic document of SEECP is the Charter of Good Neighborhood, Stability, Security and Cooperation in South East Europe, adopted on 12 February 2000 in Bucharest. Major areas of interest are the strengthening of economic, commercial, social and cultural cooperation, as well as the justice and home affairs cooperation to fight organized crime, illicit trafficking and terrorism. Also, there are plans to create a common energy market and improve transport infrastructure in the region.

As a forum of political dialogue and consultation, SEECP can be considered an important instrument for the promotion of the interests of countries in the region. The advantage of the organization is that it represents the only forum in the area which was founded and is managed exclusively by states in the region creating a regional ownership that can decisively contribute to the normalization of the situation in an area of protracted conflicts.
The Adriatic-Ionian Initiative (AII) has developed from the earlier Adriatic Initiative that was launched by Italy in 1998 with a view to faster development and better coordination of cooperation among the littoral countries from the Adriatic region (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Italy and Slovenia). Taking into consideration the recognized interest of Greece to be integrated into this form of cooperation, the Adriatic Initiative became the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative at the Ancona Foreign Ministers' Meeting in May 2000.

The AII activities are divided into six separate roundtables on: maritime affairs and transport; economy, tourism and small and medium enterprises (SME) cooperation; environmental protection; sustainable development and resource preservation; culture; education and inter-university cooperation; protection against organized crime.

Among the specific projects the following stand out: creation of a network of SME institutions; inter-university cooperation (UNIADRION); protection of the environment and natural resources in the Adriatic basin (ADIAKOSM); European transport routes connecting the Adriatic region with Eastern Europe (INTERREG); and coordination among home affairs services.

The past results of AII have proven that it rightfully occupies its place in the field of regional political dialogue and cooperation. The work of some of its roundtables shows that progress has been made in the concrete implementation, selection and realization of projects of common interest to the countries of the region.

There is also the Danube Cooperation Process launched in 2000 by the countries in the hydrographical basin of this great European river at a consultation meeting of the Danube Commission in order to revise the 1948 Belgrade Convention regarding navigation on the river. Country members include Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine and Yugoslavia. France, Macedonia, Russia, Turkey and the USA, the Danube Commission, the International Commission for the protection of River Danube, CEFTA and SEECP are observers. The initiative has been supported by the European Commission and the SPSEE.

This gathering is not a regional organization but a political framework for cooperation and promotion of the main interests and objectives of the states in the Danube region. There are ministerial conferences organized once every two years, for identifying priorities of action as well as joint projects to be promoted. There are also joint business conferences, joint projects and other specific activities among member states.

The main field of cooperation is political, consisting of harmonization and coordination of the member states’ strategies concerning the Danube basin in order to avoid overlaps and prevent resources waste. There are also six dimensions of cooperation: economy, navigation, environment, tourism, culture and sub-regional cooperation. The organization acts more like a political umbrella for allowing the states in the region to capitalize on their situation in the proximity of the Danube.

On 2nd of April 2001, five countries in the Black Sea region (Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine) agreed to establish the Black Sea Naval Co-operation Task Group (BLACKSEAFOR). With this Agreement, these countries of the Black Sea came together for the first time in the history of the region, to pool their naval forces into a joint formation for humanitarian and environmental causes. 

The BLACKSEAFOR initiative aims at increasing peace and stability in the Black Sea as well as promoting regional co-operation. All items in the Agreement are consistent with the purposes and the principles of the United Nations Charter. Furthermore, it is stipulated that the BLACKSEAFOR is neither directed against any state nor intended to form a military alliance against any state or a group of states. It is intended to promote naval co-operation, as well as providing an on-call force to carry out certain tasks including search and rescue operations, humanitarian assistance operations, mine-counter measures, environmental protection operations, goodwill visits, any other tasks agreed by all Participating Nations. 

The participants to the drafting of this Regional Security Strategy have shared the opinion that these initiative organizations proved to be important frameworks of regional cooperation in the Balkans. Important steps were made through them in the direction of normalizing situation of the Balkan countries, giving a strong signal about the potential of cooperation in various fields in the region. 
However, more is still to be done in order to achieve stable sustainable democratic systems and steady economic development. Some of the organizations have common goals but mainly they compete with each other in various fields. If their potential will be fully employed by the member states, the latter’s road towards integration in the Euro-Atlantic structures will be much easier, as the example of Bulgaria and Romania clearly shows.

4. Main Regional Objectives

4.1. Conflict Prevention and Crisis Management
SEE had such a historical experience of continuous conflicts that the international community even created a label of “Balkanization” for conflicts in other parts of the world. Even today, after so many clashes, there are still potential crises that threaten the security and stability of countries in the region.
Countries in the region must escape this embarrassing label by creating conditions for stability and security and so for a shift in the external perception. It is obvious that this cannot be achieved without tackling existing realities which determine the negative perceptions. But this cannot be done but through cooperation and mutual trust between all the regional and international actors involved.
4.1.1. Building Trust
Even if the recent conflicts pose serious problems to reconciliation in the area, confidence-building is a challenge that is worth taking. Measures based on transparency and accountability should be promoted in order to foster better understanding and a sense of regional security community. 
Remodelling of the security system must boost the democratic political system. The case in the SEE countries particularly shows that the democratic political system was actually newly established after the changes, while the national security systems were subject of partial reforms. Therefore, national security and defense strategies should be developed avoiding considering the neighboring countries as threats. If this will be achieved, the ongoing security dilemma vicious circle will be broken and the proper ground for cooperation will be set.
But for trust to develop there is also a need for a democratic political culture. People in the region cannot acquire a democratic political culture but by experiencing it. And the feeling of sharing this common value is of paramount importance for the future of the region. This should be done by promoting exchanges between people of the various countries at all levels, by emphasizing common values rather than differences.
Reconstruction of the region must begin from the local communities’ level. That is the place where tensions have first appeared and that is the very place where they have to stop and a new phase must start, characterized by reconciliation, rebuilding trust and eliminate conflict reasons. This evolution must be then continued at national, regional and international level. Integration must be supported through serious programs coming from the grassroots and rather than following models imported and just implanted in the area.
4.1.2. Societal Security

The main point of societal security theory is not the security of certain groups, but the security of the society as a whole. Accordingly, it focuses on large-scale collective identities, which, at least on the Balkans, are mainly ethnic and religious. Throughout the area of the region neither the first, nor the latter are limited to the attributes of the state – borders, territory, and sovereignty.  

Participants to the Regional Security Strategy which have proposed that it can be considered also the concept of Homeland Security embodies “the preparation for, prevention of, deterrence of, pre-emption of, defense against and response to threats and aggression directed toward population and infrastructure, as well as crisis management, consequence management and other domestic civil support”. In action it means also “the protection of territory, sovereignty, domestic population and critical infrastructure against direct threats and aggression” so it is not easy to initiate policy actions based on these definitions.

It is taken in consideration that the increasing degree of vulnerability of modern liberal societies combined with the obviously inadequate resources of the existing homeland security organizations to cope with the newly emerging risks and threats generate a problem, which we are not ready to confront from a national, political or operational aspect. It is subject of concern that tragic events like those in London and Madrid could make the liberal democracies more inclined towards a tighter control over the free movement of people, communications, bank accounts and financial transactions a.o.
Another aspect is the setting up of a national system for crisis response and civil protection. In this context the participants were in favour of a centralized model but with the concern that this could undermine the concept of a strong local government.
Societal stability should be based on effective democracy. 
Stability is not an end in itself. It has value for the society only if it is based on the attributes of liberal democracy. The main criterion for democratic maturity of the national security system is that while the security organisations should be effective and efficient in carrying out their duties, they should do so on the basis of well-considered national security and defence strategies, be under democratic control, and act on the basis of realistic, credible and affordable plans. 
In the perspective of a NATO and also future EU membership in more detail, this could imply: 
· Up-to-date security and defence strategies, which have been publicly debated and approved by the national parliament; they should clearly define the risks and challenges the country faces, and set out the role of the defence and other forces, the types of mission which is envisaged they to perform, the way in which they have to be managed a.o.
· Modern organisational structures, both within defence sector and more widely within government, to allow the necessary coordination of national security decision-making, including crisis management;

· Adequate national funding arrangements, commensurate with what the countries can afford, providing as far as possible predictable provision from year to year, and allowing scope for efficient management;
· Credible resource-based plans to arrive at subsequent analysis and prioritisation of tasks and missions. Despite the difficulties of the economies of the Region, plans must be realistically financially estimated, formulated in sufficient detail, and rigorously implemented in order to control what is done and how resources are allocated;

· Appropriate military, and police structures, sized, trained and equipped to meet national and international obligations and objectives. In this respect, international assistance proved to be crucial for the countries in the Region.
· Appropriate legislative underpinning to support national plans and international objectives; for example to enable forces to be deployed abroad and to host friendly forces in the context of Un, NATO, EU a.o. mission; to find the right chemistry between people with national experiences and newly trained abroad forces.
· Effective management of human resources. The training of personnel for new tasks and the issue how to deal with redundancies when necessary must be a priority in the context of 
· Effective arrangements for public information, both to ensure transparency in respect to national policies and security forces activities to respond to the points of public and media concern on domestic, but also regional and international level. Links to defence- and security-related academic and non​-governmental organisations should also be in place in order to develop better public understanding of defence.
· Effective early warning and risk management systems also as  a part of building trust and improving cooperation in the region;
· Developing public-private partnerships based on the international experiences, but considering  the local constrains;   
During the debate it was emphasised that the existing formulae of “internal order and security”, which delivers most of the responsibilities for the public security and safety to the Ministry of Interior and a couple of central governmental agencies should gradually be transformed into a synergetic combination of institutions and functions that could provide multi-level bases for embedded societal security. In this domain civil society in the region must play a greater role.
The societal security should play a greater role mainly being directed towards keeping the intra-social stability and inter-social relations to prevent any escalation of serious tensions and to maintain a gradual progress of social solidarity within the society. From this perspective the human security system the participants consider that civil protection and rescue services must be based on a new division of labour between central state agencies as well as the regional and local administration of self-governance.

There is an important contribution that the development of political parties can bring to the rebuilding of trust. As the state institutions are affected by the citizens’ mistrust and politicians are regarded as agents of corruption, the mobilization of the population in the democratic process must be reshuffled through the influence of the most important aggregate political actors. That is why the formation of strong democratic political forces is imperatively needed to support the consolidation of the democratic system in the Region.
4.1.3. Settling Ethnic Nationalist and Territorial Disputes

Ethnic nationalist and territorial disputes are legacies of the past, which always remind about conflicts. In the last years progress were made but, in general, the Region needs to overcome this problem and evolve towards more integration and reconciliation.
The countries of the region could develop now initiatives like establishing a Regional Reconciliation Commission in order to foster further cross-ethnic understanding and communication. Working together on this Regional Security Strategy the participants discovered that by settling the former disputes the citizens of the region will have better opportunities to cooperate and to develop common strategies.
A key problem in a conflict prevention strategy is the resolution of the status issue. The crises of the last decade in the Region have left some wounds that have to be healed in a consistent manner. Using temporary solutions can be a short term solution but it cannot hide the existing problems. The main issue is the persistence of uncertain identities that are confusing and frustrating people. This is especially true of for Western Balkans. 
Concerning the resolution of the Western Balkan’s status, there should be joined efforts from all sides involved to reach an agreement that would settle this issue as a unique and special case in the region. Status quo must not become a principle that opposes the free will of the people in the area. National ambitions must be set aside to give way to mature and pragmatic thinking directed towards the development of countries not towards their isolation. 
The participants to the Project consider regarding Western Balkans that the efforts should be directed towards creating a sense of ownership of all ethnic communities over the political process. Only by securing coherent and functional state structures will each community be properly represented and satisfied.
From the civil society perspective, at the governmental level, bilateral treaties of good neighborhood and mutual recognition of borders must be signed as soon as possible. They will ensure that good relations are preserved or developed with the contribution of the civil society of the respective countries and will make any future territorial disputes impossible and unwanted. 

4.1.4. Dealing with Unreturned Refugees and Displaced Persons

National governments should make sustainable efforts to ensure the return of all remaining refuges and displaced persons. It cannot be ignored the fact that people were forced to flee their homes due to the conflicts. And it is the duty of authorities and international community to make sure that they can return safely and resume their lives in their own houses or in their own local communities. Ethnic cleansing was not a solution and its perverse effects must be counterbalanced by the restoration of the situation before the wars. This will consolidate the legitimacy of the present order, established first as a result of the peaceful and voluntary will of the citizens.
The experience of the Stability Pact (SPSEE) is crucial for finalizing this enterprise. The SPSEE has helped in the past and this type of initiative can be helpful for achieving the goal of returning all refugees and displaced people that wish to come back to their former locations. The participants to the project expressed their concern about the will and capacity of national authorities as well as international organizations to further support of this process. So it would be historical and moral reparation for the sufferance of these people.

4.1.5. The Issue of Minorities

It must be acknowledged that major sources of instability are now internal. To this point, interethnic relations between majorities and minorities must be clearly regulated by adopting the European standards. Tolerance and inclusion are the bases of these standards and they must be promoted at all levels through a rational approach rather than appealing too much to emotional symbolic issues. 
The majority must have moral but also legal direct responsibility to reach out and create mechanisms for all communities to feel safe. Only by involving all the groups in the public life can be avoided future conflicts and the proliferation of violent means over dialogue. As the Region has known lots of instances when this policy failed, it is imperative that we regard this issue as crucial for the future stability within the countries concerned. Again, the Stability Pact and the EU have a lot of expertise in this field and it is a high expectation that they will be the pillars around which related policies will be further developed.

4.1.6. Dealing with the Threat of Terrorism

A special mention must be made concerning the spread of the terrorist threat in the Region. As most of the respective countries are US allies in the war against terrorism, they are not invulnerable to terrorist threats.
Terrorism is one of the most visible forms of asymmetric threat in today’s world. Especially after September 11, 2001, the spread and intensity of international terrorism has reached an unprecedented level. The advantage of terrorist action is given by the limited use of resources (men, weapons) to achieve serious damages, both of a physical and psychological nature. The physical damages are incurred when terrorists attack facilities and infrastructure and the psychological damages are incurred when they aim at civilians. 

Although none of the countries in the Region has been the victim of terrorist acts (with the exception of Turkey, which is a particular case) or a main source of terrorists (an exception is the case of some training camps for terrorists discovered in Western Balkans at some point) there is no guarantee that they will not be touched in the future. Anti-terrorist policy and legislation must be passed in order to prevent the occurrence of such phenomenon which sometimes may use the already existing organized crime channels.  The experience of international and regional forms of cooperation such as the South East European Cooperation Process can be used in order to avoid occurrence of such phenomena and to improve current legal frameworks.
4.1.7. IT Security

The use of informational technologies by strategic institutions can become a weak point if security measures are not taken against potential aggressors. Cooperation is needed at regional level to prevent such shortcomings and to protect IT users from the adverse effects of piracy, cracking and virus attacks.
The young generation, the main beneficiaries of IT potential must be discouraged to misuse this technology at national or international level.

For the initial stages, the countries in the Region must adopt consistent legislative packages which are critically missing in most cases at this level. Without this, IT security cannot be envisaged and there is a serious exposure in front of potential dangers. The EU and U.S. models are the main guiding source for the necessary legal framework.

4.2. Security Sector Reform

Throughout the Region there is a need for enhancing democratic civil-military relations. Military reform and civilian control are essential in this process, as a sustainable and suitable army is the key to professionalism and efficiency.

The countries in the Region view armies as important factors in society and this element can be used to build a common present and future along the idea that former enemies now work together to achieve prosperity and well being for their respective people. Starting with the experience of Romania and Bulgaria in this respect the participants considered that the military reform and civilian control are essential in this process, as a sustainable and suitable army is the key to professionalism and efficiency and therefore the key to great results
4.2.1. Professionalization of the Army
An army of recruits is no longer suitable for the new security threats in this field. A well instructed army of expert soldiers that are trained and prepared for a wide range of missions, including combat, peace-keeping, peace-making and peace-enforcing, as well as disaster relief and humanitarian action, is more useful. Therefore there is a need to introduce new standards of professionalization in the military field in a NATO, EU network of experiences and progress.

4.2.2. Civilian Control
On the other hand, civilian control is essential for achieving democratic standards in this area, too. Of course, the military hierarchy is still an important component of a coherent armed structure, but the people, through their elected representatives, must have the control over these structures, in order to avoid negative trends such as an overgrowth of the role of the army that could gradually hamper democracy and political transformation process. Therefore, while we acknowledge the positive role of the military in maintaining secular civilian regimes (especially in the case of Turkey), the participants consider that there should be a balanced approach insuring the democratic oversight over this field.

4.2.3. Police Demilitarization
Also, it was considered  that the police forces in the Region should undertake a serious process of demilitarization that would create a new force of maintaining order, closer to the citizens and to the status of a civil service. This will insure a higher efficiency of services provided and will create closer bounds between local police and the respective communities that would foster a higher level of internal security.
To this point, one could mention the expertise that regional structures such as SEDM, MPFSEE, BLACKSEAFOR and SPSEE have in the field. Their positive experience of cooperation in the area might prove a worthy core for integrated regional strategies of defense.
4.3. Border Security Management

The geographical position of the Region crossed by main smuggling corridors from Eastern Europe and Asia passing to Western Europe, makes it vulnerable in this regard. International organizations and Western countries are often complaining that the security of borders in the Region is not properly insured and that it still allows for proliferation of Transborder organized crime.
4.3.1. Monitoring and Surveillance

Countries of the region should reinforce the system of co-operation in terms of borders control among all of them in order to make it more efficient. This would decrease the threat of terrorism and international organized crime networks. It would also significantly improve the fight against tax evasion that contributes to the growing of underground economies, black markets and eventually to the overall economic decline. Feasible functional solutions such as joint border surveillance systems, joint assessment systems, training centers, liaison officers that are already functioning in Romania and Bulgaria, should be put forward in other countries.
Last but not least, it would be of great importance in terms of rising security standards to fight against the proliferation of WMDs. The international community has pledged to prevent the transfer of such weapons in the hands of criminals and terrorists. Through a more rigorous system of border security in this respect problems can be avoided and potential dangers averted.
4.3.2. Control of Illegal Immigration

But border security also means tackling the ever more concerning problem of immigration, which has so much alarmed the Western countries. Due to development gaps between the different regions people of the poorer countries are trying to find their way into Western Europe, as their only chance of survival. Many of the immigrants come from Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa a.o. In their way, they transit SEE, taking profit of the loose borders that they can easily cross, helped by networks of the organized crime and by corruption of some officials in duty. 

Most of the countries in the area are not so well developed in order to prevent the unemployed people illegal leaving the country in search for jobs. Until now, the visas policy of the Western countries has kept them under some kind of control (even if the illegal immigration has still flourished), but it has created a wall of frustration for the other European nations. However, the prospects of opening EU borders have frightened Western Europeans of an invasion from Southeastern European immigrants. Even if this may to some extent be true, there are remedies to be applied at the origin of the problem.

4.3.3. Flexible Visas Regimes
We believe that a policy of flexible visas regimes will prevent many of problems created by immigration. This means allowing free circulation of some groups that can bring an added value to the countries’ development (students, scientists, businessmen a.o. then gradually conditioning free circulation on reforms aiming at improving the countries’ situation, including border security. This model, which has functioned in the case of Romania and Bulgaria, can be regarded as a successful model for  countries in the region that still have such problems. 
The experience of the Regional Center for Combating Transborder Crime (SECI Center) in this field is a success story that must be replicated throughout the region. Significant steps were made for improving border controls, but there is still a lot to be done to introduce common standards and to ensure an authentic securization of borders, both internal and external to the Region.
4.4. Control and Removal of SALW (Small Arms and Light Weapons)
We are still witnessing a regional problem, which is a remnant of the past conflicts that of proliferation of small arms and light weapons (SALW). This includes assault rifles, submachine guns, pistols, mortars, man-portable-defense-systems (MANPADS), anti-tank missiles, landmines, etc. 
An important initial step forward is the adoption and implementation of the SEESAC (Southeast Europe Small Arms Control) Action Plan, which urges governments to ensure the security of existing stocks of weapons and ammunition, regular inspections and destruction of surplus of SALW. 

Adoption of the EU Program of Prohibition and Fight against Illegal Trade of Conventional Arms by all countries in the region is an imperative necessity to prevent illegal small arms trafficking. A common regional authority for control of the stage of implementation of this program can be formed and supported fully by governments in this area and the international community.
Countries should adopt statements regarding SALW policy following UN policy requirements. National governments realize that their internal security depends on the degree of control they have on the circulation of SALW. The past conflicts have generated an uncontrolled proliferation of these weapons that has caused to an important extent the bloody outcomes of the early 90s. That is why there should be closer regulation concerning detaining such devices by civilians. 

The countries in the region can institute a common legislation concerning SALW possession and issue highly secured documents for this kind of owners. In this respect there should be rigorous psychological and criminal record information sharing in order to avoid employment and trade of SALW by the organized crime, terrorists and other dangerous individuals.
There is also the problem of landmines which, in spite of the period that has passed since the end of the conflicts themselves, have not been removed from some areas in Western Balkans. Without a thorough approach on this issue, the living environment for citizens in the respective areas will be endangered. 
4.5. Fighting Organized Crime and Corruption 

At the level of combating organized crime and illicit trafficking between the countries in the region there must be a closer cooperation. Citizens’ security is affected by the proliferation of these networks. Often, members of such networks are hiding from one country to another and cannot be taken into custody due to a lack of coordination and of joint efforts from all parties involved. In this field the Regional Center for Combating Transborder Crime (SECI Center) structures have proven to be very successful but there are still things to be improved and enforced into practice. Member states must commit themselves more to sharing information and databases about the existing network, especially at the level of intelligence. Thus, conditions will be created for a regional integration at the level of public order that will prevent organized crime proliferation.

Corruption is a widespread phenomenon that affects the authority of main state pillars in most of the countries in the region. As a consequence there is little confidence in the public institutions and that only nourishes the black market and underground activities of the organized crime. Hence, the regional networks for illicit trafficking are prospering at the expense of sustainable development in the respective societies.

People in the region have become accustomed to practices which stand outside the legal framework and which are presently designated by the term “corruption”. The participants recognized that such practices were acquired throughout a long period of time and cannot disappear overnight. However, it is a need for a general change of attitude from every actor involved in the process.

First of all, at the level of public offices there must be a 100% transparency of revenues in order to guarantee that public offices and funds are not used for personal reasons or interests. Nowadays, political representatives in most Balkan states are always under suspicion of the citizens. In order to re-establish the basic link of trust between citizens and their representatives or civil servants policies must be adopted to wither away any shadow of doubt regarding the latter’s proper conduct.
Secondly, campaigns against corruption must be envisaged both by governmental institutions and by NGOs in order to raise public awareness over the disadvantages of such practices. Gradually, we must produce a shift in the old mentalities and eradicate the practices of offering something extra for a decent service. Citizens must realize that they are already paying the respective services through taxes and that they do not need to pay double for the same thing. At the same time, there must be an appropriate policy of retribution that should not fall under the limits of decency and should not thus provide premises for corruption.

During the discussions for drafting this Regional Security Strategy, the participants raised the problem that international presence can be a generator of criminal activities in the area. Many times, around international missions there are negative phenomena such as prostitution smuggling corruption which are affecting directly the local democratic development. That is why there must be a strict accountability and a limit of this presence to the strictly determined peace-keeping utility.

4.6. Strengthening the Rule of Law

4.6.1. Independent Justice

This includes measures for granting independence of justice and more transparency in order to counter corruption within the public institutions. To this end it is essential to introduce, as soon as possible, anti-corruption laws following the model of the new EU member states. Also, there must be much clearer penalties for criminal acts and an effective implementation of these norms into practice. 
On the other hand, governments in the region must cooperate fully with the ICTY in order to settle all the issues concerning war criminals, where this is still the case, and send a clear message that such behaviors are no longer tolerated and cannot be accepted by any society in our times. Only by doing this, will the countries in the region be able to join structures such as PfP, NATO and the EU.
4.6.2. Improving Legislation

There is much to do in order to improve legislation according to European standards. Theoretically this process is obvious in the case of countries which are already negotiating EU accession and which have to implement the acquis communautaire as part of their legislation. However, in practice, in the case of the new member states, it was proven that the most important and difficult step to make was introducing the provisions of the acquis in real life. Of course, this is no easy task and sometimes people might not understand the logic of this difficult process. That is why there should be a fair balance between the costs and benefits implied. Nevertheless, the main benefit is accession into Euro-Atlantic institutions and this must be seen by the countries in the area as a unique opportunity to improve their legal conditions for everyone and create a safe justice system, easily accessible by everyone, granting a fair trial and ensuring a correct sentence in full respect of basic human rights.

A clear judicial division of authority between the constitutionally prescribed political authorities will guarantee the checks and balances that will keep the design prescribed by the Constitution democratic formulae, especially during the transition period.  Effective arrangements for public information and accountability and practically executed democratic oversight of the security sector will aim at setting up conditions for public, media and non-governmental institutions’ involvement into security sector development and oversight.

Established appropriate and independent judicial oversight (in accordance with the international judicial norms) over the activities of politicians and professionals from the security sector is to be done in order to have guarantees that the security forces leadership and staff are to act only according to the laws and international humanitarian norms.

4.6.3. Good Governance
Good governance is a concept that should be taken into account in institutional activities in the countries concerned. It implies a greater emphasis on functionality and efficiency of state institutions and administration in order to ensure coherence and authority of the respective state and create a proper environment for the individual development of all citizens, without discrimination. But for this to become reality, public institutions must regain their lost legitimacy on the new bases of democratic government. The participants to this project strongly believe that the public security should be provided in completely new manner by a deeply transformed democratic law enforcement system in which the civil society will play a key role.
4.7. Promoting Economic Development

4.7.1. Free Trade Area 

In the field of economic development there is a real need to initiate new possibilities of cooperation in order to enhance regional economic development. For instance there must be a broad discussion about the upgrading of the bilateral free trade agreements into a multilateral trade liberalization agreement that could eventually, lead to a custom’s union and prepare, as well, integration into the EU market. Negotiations on free trade area, free movement of capital and the institutionalization of a Balkan Chamber of Commerce are seen by the drafters of this document as important steps. The creation of an integrated structure in the region would facilitate the ulterior integration into the EU and an additional flow of foreign direct investment in the countries involved.
Trans-border cooperation under the form of local border traffic can be a useful initial component for the development of a future free trade area. It must be further encouraged to gradually erase the economic borders. The experience of CEFTA in this matter is crucial. As two of its former members, Bulgaria and Romania, have already become EU members and Croatia is close to that status in economic terms, the other countries in the area must realize that having such a free trade area is an important fast track towards EU integration. It is important that Croatia, who already has some experience in this field, shares its experience with its Western Balkans partners.
4.7.2. Foreign Investments 

The economic sector must be improved both by internal governmental action and by external aid. Apart from measures insuring competitive and efficient domestic sectors on the world markets, there must be also a substantial help from the European Union in order to provide the region with sufficient financial aid to cause a recovery and expansion. Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) is a sector that must not be neglected, as the Romanian and Bulgarian experience shows. This founds represent the engine of a sustainable economic development.
To this end, countries in the region could cooperate in order to share their best practices during the economic reform process, as they also find themselves in different stages of evolution. Thus, the countries which are at a lower stage must acknowledge the experience of the countries which are more advanced in this field, Bulgaria, Croatia, and Romania, in order to overcome the most difficult stages of this process.

There is also much to be done in the area of banking system, as it represents one of the engines of economic development, both at national and local level. A stronger regional cooperation integration of the banking systems could avoid the development of money laundering and black market practices.

Without reaching the level of a real market economy, with a clean business environment and with a reduced level of the gray economy, it is difficult about the rule of law, or about any economic development and prosperity for that matter. Economic legislation must therefore be developed in order to limit the menacing trends.

4.7.3. Energy Security

An important field that can be considered crucial for the development of the region is the energy sector. The area is not so rich in natural resources, therefore it must import most of its fuels. The imports come mainly from Russia, as most pipelines were constructed during the Soviet era. However, in the context of unpredictable behavior of Russian companies, which was witnessed during the last year, alternative projects must be supported to insure the region’s future energy security.
As it was acknowledged the success of the Bulgarian – Greek project of pipeline between Burgas and Alexandroupoli, the importance of more directed pipelines to transport of Caspian oil that would cross the region ensuring the best distribution among the countries of the Region. Therefore, we consider that the other existing projects, such as the Nabucco Pipeline (linking Constanţa and Omisalij, through Romania, Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia) and the AMBO Pipeline (linking Burgas and Vlora, through Bulgaria, Macedonia and Albania) will be also be materialized. 
The potential of the BSEC must not be ignored on this issue.
Unfair economic competition could be sometimes a threat for the Region’s security. While the process of transition has meant a boost in privatization of major companies, there is also a problem that investors might reach a position of monopoly over each state’s economy. Anti-trust laws must be devised to avoid such situations and ensure a proper climate of competition on the future regional market.

4.7.4. Critical Infrastructure Protection
Critical infrastructure protection should be a guiding principle for the elaboration of a new conception and policy in this field. Main economic objectives must be protected from attacks aiming at human and physical loss - especially in what concerns nuclear plants a.o. Coordination in this field will be essential for insuring a safe environment for all citizens in the area and also for the regional economic development. Security of the critical infrastructure could be also provided through a system of public-private partnerships.
Investing in a country’s infrastructure can contribute to economic growth, improve human welfare and has considerable potential for directly reducing poverty. Yet current investment in the countries of SEE, whether internally or externally sourced, is insufficient to fund infrastructures needs, leaving many people without access to decent basic services.

Although the public sector will remain the major provider of infrastructure services in most countries for the foreseeable future, an increasing number of those countries are considering ways of attracting increased private sector investment. Implications of such a change are, however, inhibiting the development of the concept and, even where such private investments are envisaged; it tends to be biased towards the better-off countries. Nevertheless, if the Millennium Development Goals are to be achieved, the attraction of increased private sector investment in infrastructure service provision in the countries in the area will be essential.
Economic cooperation in the other economic sectors must also benefit from the expertise of existing organization. Thus the experience of BSEC could be useful in agriculture, business and investments, electricity, finances, industry and trade. We can also rely on the experience of SECI in trade, business and investments. It is known that, economic development was supported in the past and can be still supported through SPSEE, SECP and AII. Trade can also benefit from the expertise of SPSEE and SECP. Industrial cooperation through AII is also an important asset. All these elements could constitute the basis of an extended economic cooperation area that would follow EU patterns.
4.8. Improvement of Transport Infrastructure 
However, no economic development can take place without the improvement, maintenance and construction of adequate transport infrastructure. The Region was for so long marked by conflicts that the communication among neighboring countries has been seriously hindered. Direct contacts between societies were also reduced, creating a partial and incomplete view over close neighbors. 
The poor quality of the transport infrastructure in the Region is a serious problem but also a chance of important reconstruction and development projects. The participants to the project emphasized the need for better transport connections between countries in the Balkans. 
This will be beneficial not only for traffic among them but also for easier transit of commercial routes in the area. In all four types of transport there is a critical lack of efficiency and coordination. Existing roads infrastructure are insufficient and deteriorated. The railways connections are few and the traffic is quite low. In the sector of river navigation the war has done many damages but the situation is improving.  From the point of view of better Regional communication the air connections are the most deficient sector, the region is cut in two between Western Balkans and the rest.
Also, it is essential to provide for low-cost air connections among cities of the countries in the region.
The cooperation in transport should be based on enhancing the existing Pan-European Corridors. Mainly it is the to Corridor 4 – railway and road connections between Romania, Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey, from north-west to south-east, Corridor 5 – railway and road connections between Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Slovenia, Corridor 7 – the Danube, linking Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania, Corridor 8 – road connection between Bulgaria, Macedonia and Albania, Corridor 9 – road and railway connection between Romania, Bulgaria and Greece, from north to south, Corridor 10 – road and railway connection between Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, Greece and Bulgaria. Ensuring high speed traffic railways and building motorways along these routes will improve the general situation. 

Last, but not least, maritime communication on the Adriatic Sea (between Slovenia, Croatia, Montenegro, Albania and Greece) and on the Black Sea (between Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey) can be important for countries concerned, not only economically but also for tourism. Transports and tourism can also benefit from the experience of organizations such as SECI, SPSEE, SECP, BSEC, AII (the INTERREG roundtable) and CPD.
4.9. Social Cohesion

The countries in the region have problems in ensuring a proper social cohesion. After the transition period that has seen the emergence of a market economy, more or less functional, the number of unemployed people raised and poverty became widespread. These negative trends can be considered dangerous premises for development of phenomena posing threats to the security environment. Also, there is a close relationship between the development of a state and the degree of poverty: democracy cannot develop in places where people are not satisfied with their lives; it can only take distorted forms going towards authoritarian and totalitarian regimes.
The level of polarization between the rich and the poor are reaching a dangerous level in the countries concerned. Urban poverty is increasing at an alarming rate. Municipalities, particularly in small and medium towns, are poor equipped to meet growing infrastructure service and housing needs and in general they need both private sector and donor grant support for this. With the exception of Bulgaria and Romania, where EU Structural Funds will soon be available to deplete this problem, the other countries face serious risks. 

An important share of the causes for violent conflicts can be found in the difficult social conditions witnessed by specific populations. As someone always has to take the blame, neighbors of different ethnicity can always become a target. That is why any regional approach to security in the area of SEE must be concerned with the insurance of a minimum social security by creating the necessary cohesion within different countries. 
4.9.1. Social Protection

Of course, the states in the area are not wealthy and cannot afford the degree of social protection existing in Western parts of Europe. However, they must be aware that without investing in this field the future damages could always be higher. Therefore, the existence of a minimum protection for those in need and vulnerable is a compulsory feature of any future development strategy.

At a regional level the advantage is that the experience of more successful countries can be shared and that we can also develop some sort of regional solidarity to help those states in social trouble, to get over this stage and insure sustainable development. In this context, the UN Millennium Development Goals must also be kept in mind, even if some countries would like to think they are above that low level. Among these goals the most relevant for the Region are: 

- Promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women

- Combating HIV/AIDS and other diseases

- Ensuring environmental sustainability.
The first objective seems to be the most important as in the area which has a very important role in the development of local communities, starting from the family base and coming up to the national and regional level. 
4.9.2. Health Insurance
Progress is imperative in the field of health insurance. Diseases can become a powerful enemy in today’s world, which is threatened with the danger of pandemics and other deadly maladies. There should also be cooperation in this field at regional level, as seldom are health problems only local and isolated. In this sector the expertise of BSEC can be employed as a starting point for a future integrated network of health prevention. The creation of a Regional Health Monitoring Agency could be useful for avoiding security risks of this kind.
4.9.3. Management of the Roma Issue
The participants to the project agreed that an important emphasis should be given to strategies addressing Roma populations in the area. The Roma are usually living in very difficult conditions characterized by poverty, being at the bottom of the social pyramid from this point of view. An additional problem is their isolation and separate development from the rest of the population, often determined by a tradition of discriminatory behavior of the majority towards them.

A coordinated strategy of managing the Roma issue in the Region could do much to improve the situation. The EU has developed special financial means for that both for governmental agencies and for NGOs, but there is still much to be done. We must not forget that often Roma do not have a permanent residence and migrate, usually crossing borders. Therefore, as a regional problem, the situation of Roma must be the concern of all SEE governments, but also of European Union. An integrated structure such as a Regional Roma Center for the Balkans can better tackle this complex problem. This new institution could contribute to the improvement of the situation of the population and to create unified standards to approach the issue.
On the other hand, it is important that the Roma issue is also addressed from a cultural and educational point of view. By providing these basic services to them, we can determine their integration into the society and the end of their discrimination in all sectors of activity.

4.10. Education and Research Improvement. NGOs and Youth Involvement
4.10.1. Education and Research Improvement
Young people are the biggest chance of the countries in the area and this is why a good management of such a valuable capital is not only necessary, but also compulsory. 

To contribute to the development of a steady social climate, the nowadays children and youth need to be prepared and trained according to the new European values and standards. Careful monitoring by agencies and NGOs of the way young people express themselves and address the world they live in could represent the key to preventing some types of conflicts and / or negative behaviors. 

When referring to the Balkans, it is necessary to take into account that in some cases the environment where young people are living and continue to shape themselves up as future characters is not able to supply relevant values for the development of their personalities. Without bringing any inconsideration to the historical values, we have to highlight that the indefinite conflict prolongation and the trans-national disagreements are also transmitted to the social level and they deeply affect the families when their members are part of groups with different opinions. Therefore, at least some elementary conditions have to be met in order to obtain viable results in the already too much tense Balkan context to avoid future violent behavior both in towns, as well as rural areas.  
First of all, some common grounds must be developed for a balanced approach to history in the Region’s educational systems. It is crucial that from the early stages of their development young people are not attracted into a spiral of hate that has gone through centuries constituting favorable premises for occurrence of future violent conflicts. That is why, SEE countries which traditionally were enemies should draft together joint history textbooks based not only on national and regional, but also on European values.
Secondly, cooperation is necessary for fostering understanding and improving political culture, accountability and participation in political life. A conscious and systematic strategy in the field of education, media and culture should target the common people, and, among others, convey the message that regional cooperation will benefit them directly. The objective of raising awareness goes hand-in-hand with existing efforts aimed at empowering civil society, improving political culture and supporting grass roots initiatives, potentially creating synergies that will bring people and countries of the Region closer. 
It is obvious that such an important issue has to take into account among others the creation of informational flows at the level of regional educational authorities and also between the regional authorities and the European Union – as a factor of inspiration in establishing educational policies. 

There are also some other major threats towards security that could be prevented by educational means, such as: 
- abandon of the newborns in birth-centers by their young mothers; 
- family conflicts and violence;
- poor training level of teachers in the countryside; 
- lack of equipment required by the educational activity; 
- lack of proper school buildings and environment; 
- aggressive behavior, drugs consume;
-promotion of racist messages or messages intending to denigrate ethnical or religious minorities. 
In order to prevent such phenomena some measures must be taken to provide for: 
- development of institutions meant to work efficiently in offering information and free counseling to young couples and adolescent mothers on family planning, relational counseling; 
- development of modern structures able to permit the access to educational institutions and also to offer financial support and social care to young people, where necessary, national and international educational programs (such as those provided by AII, through its UNIADRION initiative), including students and researchers exchanges; 
-periodical training and counseling of teachers and tutors and also testing of their professional and psychological abilities. 
The research sector has often been neglected by public authorities in the Region. That has lead to a critical “brain drain” of these countries that has contributed to a certain extent to the slow development of their societies. They have been deprived for so long of a valuable potential of growth, mainly due to the lack of competitive research sectors, which are most of the time insufficiently financed. Moreover, young people are no more attracted by these field or they are bound to leave their countries to accept better offers from the West.

This tendency must end as soon as possible. The societies in the Region need all the individual expertise they can get. That is why there must be more investment towards the research activities. While public budgets often prove to be inefficient there is also the alternative of private financing. But this approach needs a proper environment in which such investments will be encouraged and developed, through a smart taxation policy and a balanced policy of integrating the young researchers into the scientific national European and international community.
In order to prevent future security threats caused by dissatisfaction and lack of attention accorded to these sector the following factors could work together: 
· the governments and the central institutions of each state – by coordinating high-level activities, funds management in the field, creating of specialized institutions and also direct and unconditioned activities in the field of education; 
· local authorities in every territorial and administrative unit of the above mentioned states, city halls, prefectures, administrative and local councils; 
· mass-media; 
· non-governmental associations, student and youth associations and foundations – acting on national and / or international level – aiming at supporting mainly young people’s development as future responsible European citizens and their initiatives.
The new educational environment and research should lead to the creation and development of a security culture in the area. The new culture will provide a new overview of the situation by abandoning the old mentalities and regarding the people of different nationality as equal partners as worthy as any other individual in the national setting.  A developed and functioning system of education and training on issues related to democratic control over the security sector institutions could guarantee further enhancement of future politicians, civilian experts, academics, NGO and media representatives able to perform an effective and constructive control and oversight over the security organisations.
4.10.2. NGO Networks. Network of networks

NGOs from the Region were and must be involved more in the future in Regional Security Strategies and cooperate this strategy and work more with the media in order to promote the common regional interests regarding all security issues. There is an increasing need for cross-border cooperation among NGOs, academia, media, business, labor unions a.o. A permanent sustainable network of NGOs involved in dealing with security issues should be created to reinforce cooperation.

The existing networks have proved to be valuable assets in the quest for regional development. However, their efficiency must be increased by a close cooperation among them. The competition logic must be replaced by joint efforts , because the goal is similar. The coordination between their actions and the avoidance of negative overlaps will serve this goal and will improve their visibility and their efficiency as well as their credibility and resources.

By developing joint projects dedicated to reduce the Region’s problems, NGOs could contribute to the sustainable development of communities all around the area.

4.10.3. Mass media cooperation
Media represents one of the sectors considered to be especially influential in the public life of democratic countries. As such, the mass media in SEE is also a powerful institution that influences the daily life of the citizens. Being an important power in the state, media can also have a negative impact over the public opinion and cause security problems in the bilateral relations among countries. For example, in the search for sensational subjects has to avoid overemphasizing negative trends and behavior from neighboring countries, thus creating a false image that affects the perception of the majority.
In order to avoid such shortcomings there must be a mutually agreed deontological code that would avoid the misbalanced presentation of citizens in neighboring countries through a negative perspective. Instead it must be stressed the positive aspects and the similarities which exist between different people and foster the realization of joint programs that will improve genuine knowledge about each others’ traditions and culture.

The participants consider that initiatives like an Association of the Media in Southeast Europe, which could deal with the promotion of programs from one country to another and support of joint projects. The association could also insure coordinated broadcast of regional news and prevent the spread of undocumented rumors and a scandal oriented press. 

4.11. Environmental Protection and Disaster Management

4.11.1. Regional Environmental Monitoring

Pollution, deforestation and environment degradation constitute serious challenges for present-day societies; the absence of clean air and a safe environment may create a major discomfort and discontent for the population. This is why national governments should pay more attention to these issues and cooperate more closely to prevent ecological hazards by setting for example a Center for Natural Hazards Early Warning and Rapid Reaction. Such a Center could provide important data and drafting warning reports concerning negative a.o.
4.11.2. Ecological Agriculture. Food Security

In the Region there is also a growing need among others for legislation regarding genetically modified organisms and use of chemicals. In agreement with EU directives, genetically modified organisms are not banned, as they represent a major scientific achievement and could help to develop remedies for a lot of diseases. But the citizen in the Region, like other European citizen, must be clearly informed about this and also about use of any chemical substance which is added during the production process. 
Nevertheless, the development of ecological agriculture is imperative for the health of the population in the Region and can become a major asset on European continent threatened by the expansion of unhealthy food. Countries in the Region should allocate more resources for development of this sector, as it might prove to be a comparative advantage in the competition on the world markets.
There is a growing interest for food security in this part of the world. The impoverishment of some Regions could have as a result the malnutrition of the population and the proliferation of low quality food. The people of the Region have the right to eat healthy and quality food at a reasonable price, in order to allow for their normal development and avoid their physical impairing.
4.11.3. Natural Hazards Management

Governments in the Region should promote a framework for environment and disaster response capacity. In this field the experience of BSEC, BLACKSEAFOR, SEDM (SEDRO initiative) and CPD can be used as guidance for further cooperation and avoidance of hazards in the region, such as oil tank wreckage, chemical waste and over-fishing. A Regional Center for Natural Hazards Early Warning and Rapid Reaction is a solution that is worthwhile in this context, too. There must also be sufficient capacities to cooperate, both bilaterally and multilaterally, in the case of natural disaster such as earthquakes, floods and forest fires, where the military structures can be employed with success, as some recent events show. 
4.11.4. Resources Preservation
A substantial part of environmental protection is also the preservation of existing resources. I must be acknowledged that by consuming to an increased rate of the existing resources will leave the future generation without valuable sources of development. That is why there must be developed resources for new ways of efficiency as well as new kinds of energy a.o. The expertise of the AII (through its ADIAKOSM project) can prove a worthy starting point in this regard.
At this point, an important component is recycling. It can avoid the depletion of some valuable resources by an efficient use and management of waste resources, especially in the areas of urban settlements. At the same time it can provide a basis for innovating technologies of waste transformation and thus to scientific leaps forward.

5. Conclusions and Recommendations

First, security can no longer be regarded in a separate way, internal and external. Reality is sometime different from the current organizational structure of the national security system. It is not the case that single security risk emerges. The presumption for ‘external’ and ‘internal’ no longer exists in the sphere of security. Unfortunately most of the security organizations still reflect this new reality both in terms of concept and structure. Roles and missions, legal frameworks and operational concepts are being created for major operations which now have for instance 5 percent probability to occur, while those with 95 percent risk are tackled ad hoc. The Armed Forces consider operations such as these in Afghanistan, Kosovo and Iraq as “non traditional” or “unconventional”. The system fight against Transborder organised crime continues to have difficulties because of its national legislation and poor international cooperation. 
The capability gap could not be fulfilled on a national basis. NATO and EU will no longer be security organizations aiming to prevent clashes among the member states by means of integration. These are not only discussion forums, but also essential operational security instruments. From the perspective of terrorism and other global threats, the efficiency of the security instruments becomes crucial. Interoperability should be related not only to NATO member states and military establishments. Interoperability is the basis for combined and joint operations of military and interior forces but also for all inter-agency — both national and international — actions and have a very broad scale of action including knowledge of English language, changing mindsets, security culture a.o. Net-centric operations should also be further developed and implemented as doctrine both internationally and within the national institutions. Advanced multinational research and development and integration of defence industries into a perspective source of coalition security advantage are important components of this approach. 

The virtues of democracy should be used as foundations for building up the new security system. Democracy must not be used as an excuse for the lack of efficiency of the security system in our world and this is more than obvious. Democracy’s biggest strength is the people’s concern for their own future, that of the nation and the state, i.e. This means that the key issue of the required new security policy is the authorities’ manner of addressing and getting people involved in security measures. This means that the Euro-Atlantic democratic system requires, more than ever, “democracy” and transparency. Due of the important lessons from the Regional is that the answer to violence must be democracy. Civil control, transparency in planning and functioning of the security sector organizations, efficiency and competence of parliamentary oversight must be up to date in order to meet the new challenges posed by the asymmetric threats a.o. 

New organizational culture is a must. Archaic standards prevail for reserved perimeters, unique obligations, vertical organizations and relationships, etc., whose origin lies in the self-generated presumption that security organizations (and their personnel) are the sole patriots and the only saviours of the nation in case of danger. Some doubts still remain related to the ways security sector could be organized and managed. Analysts from the East observe the existing practices in other countries, their horizontally organized and manageable structures a.o. 
Legal bases of security must form the nation’s future. Many of the reforms in SEE, both past and present, were focused on eradicating legacy from the past. Regulations and mechanisms for their implementation in most of the cases addressed problems, which had already occurred in certain countries, and were intended to prevent their happening again. 
In order to become full members of NATO and the EU, the countries in the region must make some significant steps to come to terms with European and, more generally, with Western best practices and, at the same time, to offer a chance to their specific features to survive in a competitive global world. 
It is only by joint efforts that any regional project can be developed and improved.
The joint effort of the Atlantic Treaty Association and its partners from the South-Eastern Europe is an indispensable and necessary contribution in the quest of constructive solutions to common security problems. The participants to the project discovered that, like never before all are in one boat and this is why the quest for a new security paradigm and the subsequent operational models and decisions are a matter of collective effort. 

It is high time to close the insecurity gap and to withdraw from the political dictionary the grief term balkanization. Only powerful democratic and economically successful societies in the Region can make Europe and the Trans-Atlantic community stronger.

With the exception of Bulgaria and Romania, who are already in NATO and from 1st January 2007 will be members of the EU, the main strategic objectives for all the countries involved are accession to NATO and the EU. The first objective will guarantee the security of the Region for the coming years and will avoid spreading of tensions. The objective seems not impossible for the next 10 years as the Alliance is increasingly becoming an umbrella organization promoting among others Western democratic values, peace and security. The Partnership for Peace has acted and still acts as a transitory framework towards full NATO membership for some countries, such as those belonging to the Vilnius Group (Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia).

The Regional Security Strategy aims also to foster a new partnership of the region with the international community as until now it was only a matter of individual partnership. As from the 1st of January 2007 three of the EU members will be coming from this region. A new regional approach is necessary even if until now the EU is forced by the specific features of integration to approach each country individually. Such an approach will avoid the development of new fault lines and will signal the fact that the entire region will become one day a part of the EU. The debates concerning the future of the EU are regarded with a lot of concern as the Union is an important beacon for the regional reconstruction and any sign of delay in the integration process is a supplementary pressure over the Region. Even if in the West these tendencies are seen as a natural process of debate, the countries in SEE see them as a threat for their future development as the stakes are higher for them. It would be a major disappointment and a huge risk for Europe that the Region becomes filled with mistrust and to search for other alternatives considered to be more advantageous.

In the present context, when the EU enlargement process seems to have reached a critical point and European institutions find it difficult to function in the 27 member formula, there is still the danger that this Region could face some new challenges. Mainly, if the EU doors will be closed for a longer period of time and NATO will not come up with a strategy of enlargement to the Western Balkans, this Region could find itself isolated, a new European ghetto. It is obvious that no one will profit from this situation as there can be no real security on the continent if the Region is still not secured.

Some recommendations resulting from the common work of the participants in this project: 

- National Security Strategies should avoid considering the neighboring countries as threats. 

- The countries of the region should work towards further cross-cultural communication and an improvement of the co-operation among all the stakeholders; improving foreign/neighboring language learning is recommended to be a priority for authorities and civil society.

- Further reforms are necessary in order to reach the Copenhagen and other relevant international criteria on national level in the SEE countries.

- The Regional Center for Combating Transborder Organized Crime (SECI Center) has proved to be successful in the regional cooperation for fighting organized crime and terrorism and has to be further developed to fulfill its mission. In this respect anti-terrorist policy and legislation has to be improved in order to prevent the occurrence of such phenomena as the nexus of existing organized crime channels and new terrorism activities.

- Joint border surveillance systems, joint assessment systems, training centers, liaison officers that are already functioning in Romania and Bulgaria, should be put forward also in other countries of the region with a view to secure the  Eastern Border of EU and NATO.

- It is essential to further promote anti-corruption legislation following the EU and international standards.

- Countries in the region have to pay more attention to law enforcement processes, according to European standards.

- Countries in the area must conclude free trade agreements among each other and proceed in forming a free trade area and to introduce anti-trust laws to avoid controversial foreign monopoly positions over their state’s economy.

- Critical infrastructure protection should be a guiding principle for the adoption of specific legislation in each country, in relation with energy security and not only. 

- It is essential to set up regional transport and communication networks such as low-cost air connections among cities in the countries in the region a.o.
- As a regional and European problem, the situation of the Roma minority must be a topic of larger concern, based on new projects and new institutions, such as a Regional Roma Centre for the Balkans a.o.
- Ensuring the participation for minorities of South East Europe in various sectors of public life will prevent the alienation of significant segments of population from the mainstream citizens.

- The creation of a Regional Health Monitoring Agency could be useful for avoiding health security risks, like pandemic a.o.

- Development of ecological agriculture could contribute to the health of the population in the region and also can become a major asset for exports a.o.

- National governments from the region should pay more attention to environmental issues and cooperate more closely to tackle natural hazards, ecological disasters a.o. by setting up regional projects, like a Center for Early Warning and Rapid Reaction for Natural Hazards.

- To decrease youth emigration from countries of SEE it is important to improve the educational system in the region, including the IT technologies opportunities.

- Initiatives like Association of the Media in Southeast Europe a.o. must be promoted by national governments and international organizations and could deal with the promotion of programs for better understanding in the region as well to promote their success story of the countries in the region at international level.

 - Interoperability should be related not only to NATO member states and military establishments. Interoperability is the basis for combined and joint operations of military and interior forces but also for all inter-agency — both national and international level — and have a very broad scale of action including knowledge of English language, changing mindsets, security culture a.o. 

- In the same time any positive message from Riga NATO Summit, regarding a perspective for the Euro Atlantic integration of the countries of the Region will be welcomed.

-  The participants to the drafting of the Regional Security Strategy expressed their hope that EU Commission will contribute to the improvement of the quality of the relations among the SEE countries and will consider to support the efforts of the civil society in the transformation and integration process of the Region.


The participants at this regional initiative are well aware that their effort in identifying the main issues that are affecting the Western Balkans stability and security and addressing them is just the first step in achieving a real regional cooperation. This is why the “Regional Security Strategy from the Perspective of the Civil Society” should be improved periodically, taking also in consideration the political, economical and social changes and further developments that will occur in the future. On this basis, in a time framework of two years the need for the drafting of a new Regional Security Strategy was highlighted by the participants to the project.
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